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BUBJECT: Status Repert on OKCART ~- Western Suppliers and Operations 


a. The sheet metal portions of the sircraft were @]) assembied 
on 2 January 1962 for photographs. The aircraft is essentially com- 
plete except for some installations and tank sealing. 


®. The left band engine has been installed and the right is 
being readied for installation. It should be in by the end of this 
week, 


¢. Tank sealing is still one of the biggest obstecies to con- 
pletion of the aircraft. Other materials and sources are peing in- 
vestigated. The operating requirements for the sealer are 10 psi 
waximm limit load at 500° F. 


d. Have discussed the destruction mechaniem with Kelly and he 
Leela that no matter how thoroughly the aircraft is blow up there 
will still be identifiable parte. However, he feels it should be 
done end that the cost will be reasonable. 


@. ‘The hot pressing of parts is still proving costly ant slow 
and is one of the determining factors in the delivery schedule. 


f. The static test airframe ie being installed in the test Jig. 
However, the nacelle is three or four weeks off and the airframe 
assembly cannot be completed until this is instalied. 


g- ‘The $2 airframe is in assembly in the "A" and "B" jigs. 
However, the second "B" jig is unused at the woment end the second 
“g" Sig has been transferred to the new building where it is still 
covered with canvas and consequently unused. There is also no work 
underway on necelles for #2 and since this is a long lead time itex 
X feel this ie a serious condition. 


h. The AR parts for #2 are coming along in the plastics shop, 
put all loadings are based on the 1/8 scale information. A meeting 
was held on 12 January to settle on the spike design. It was determined 
to let ease of fabrication be the determining factor in assembly rather 
than the ability to rework the spikes on down the line. It appears at 
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this time that it will be less costly to build one than to sttempt to 
rework one AB-~wise. 


ie Pre-flight tests and checks will be started at Burbank as 
goon as the engine installations are complete. Some proof loading 
and shaking of the #1 aircraft will be done prior to first flight 
since the static test program will not be far enough along to belp 
at that time. 


de. fhe ARC-50 installation mist go into the nose because of 

size and weight limitations. Xt im being combined with the single 
side band receiver in @ compact package. There are no real probless 
on the instelletion, only mirror structural changes. The present air 
conditioning end pressurization equipment ia adequate to handle the 
additional load without modification. Quotations on costs and weights 
for the modification axe being prepared for forw ng by the 15th 

of Jawmry. It does look at this time that the change will cause & 
weight penalty of 250 pounds, although they have bad difficulty in 
showing me why so much, They are apparently being conservatively safe. 


k. LAC is conducting a short indoctrination school 
from Headquarters 


during the week of January 15 - 15. 

i. foe parachute drop test programs is proceeding et El Centro, 
but has somevhat by weather. The release catch men- 
tioned by at the last meeting is being redesigned. 


gt ee ee pe ec ree ee 
ou #i. 


Re LAC is approximately doubling the size of the AF-12 mach up 
area and bave a sizeable crew on this project at all tines. 


and ateff offices. 


Approved For Release 2002/10/30 : CIA-RDP81B00879R001000070168-3 


25X1A 


25X1A 


GEO | 
Approved For Release 2002/10/30 : CHERDP 81 B00879R001 000070168-3 


Oxc 2916 


Cony. Gof 


p- apie palhaisner Ronag nc ataaginy ae H)-atelaene.egpar ay-aM grt dora oan 
pay ied palms ec WAC pe el and find that there is 


q. The present weight, empty, after moet of the com- 
ponents, is still being quoted at with the original J-58 25X1 
weight. This will change in accordance with the J-58 final weight. 


r. Tee consensus of opinion at LAC is that the delivery of #2 
aircraft has now slipped to 15 February at the earliest. I ; 
ie at jbetween the 15th and the 28th of 


s. The controversy over parking and maintaining the Constellation 
has been settled amicably. It will lond end unload pas- 
oS dc eee ee 
Cc ee This compromise bas satisfied 
| sides. 


The #1 systen has been checked out; anal is now in. 25X1A 
atelled in the firet vehicle. 


b. Des 


The #1 system is in the first vehicle. $2 and $3 syatezs are 
acheduled for delivery in January. wrte 3 -Honeyveli is now pre- 
ing a change in the aye-es ae] partons 1) self-contained capability 


Floride facility. 
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have too great a. mull aeare at, higher’ veered. by will 
function satisfactorily et the-J-75, operating obndi tions. 


In view: of this continud oblen LAC is. contracting three’ new 


‘suppliers, ‘Whey feel at ‘this 


moment that @ best bet with delivery in 4 to 5 scnths 
which will be eatiefactory considering the 5-58 delivery situation. 


In regard to ‘the: "pr'dblem of the ‘Lateral control system servos 
getting out of synchronization due’ i w difference in length of stroke , 
LAC hag solved this ‘by putting a 1/2 inch spacer in each of the long 
servos, thus shortening the stroke so that it is the same as the other 
peir. This is & satisfactory fix for the moment, but the synchroniza- 
tion program ae ue gone over for a better solution to the problem. 


5. Firewel 


a. LAC etill claims that Firevel's Quality control is unsatis- 
factory. : 


b. The pilots’ suit and controls are satisfactory. 


c. The oxygen bottles are ‘sti in work and have not passed 
qualification yet. 


ad. The ground support equipment has been shipped 25X1A 
although I have no reports on its arrival. 


4, Emstman Kodak 


The Eastman Kodak personnel have about finished the installation 
of processing equipment [|| and will return to Rochester until 
needed. It does not appear that any processing services wil) be re- 
quired vefore March 1 at the very earliest. 


As could be seer at the January suppliers’ meeting, the Eastman 
Kodak camera is performing in a satisfactory manner. 
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ad. All initiative on the program ia still being supplied by LAC. 


25X1A 


Engineering Conaultent 
DB/DPD 


NEN:DB/DPD:hmj (19 January 1962) 


Distribution: 

Copy #1 - DD/P 
2 - ac/orp 
3 - c/pB/DPD 
k ~ SA/tA/DPD 
5 - DB/DPD 
6 - RI/DPD 
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